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members is employed in a local body. The incomes of such
families vary from Rs. 5 to Rs. 10 per month. Some of them work
as musicians and are able to supplement their family income
by 8 as. to Re. 1 per month. A Hela often gets some musical
instrument in dowry.

Pasis

They have been dealt with elsewhere. But a word may be
said here about those of them who still follow their traditional
calling. In 1931, only 2-3 per cent of the Pasis in the U.P. were
returned as tari makers and of these too a considerable number
were, probably, in the employ of tari shop owners. This work is
generally combined with cultivation.

In Bihar as many as 60 per cent of the Pasis are still engaged
in their traditional calling and about 29 per cent of them
combine it with cultivation. A family having money takes six
to eight tari trees on lease and is able to make a profit of about
Rs. 4 per tree per year. One adult male worker cannot manage
more than the above number of trees. Thus the annual income
of such a family from this work would be between Rs. 24 and
Rs. 32. Where cultivation is combined with the traditional
occupation a family would take a smaller number of trees on
lease. The Pasi women also contribute something to the family
income by making mats and brooms as well as by working in
the fields at the time of sowing, weeding and reaping. Those
Pasis who are in the employ of others get about Rs. 20 per year.
There is practically no difference between the condition of
Dhobis and Pasis.

Vagrant Tribes

The Nats comprise a number of clans who may be dancers,
tumblers, acrobats, makers of candles, articles of grass and
straw and metal; conjurers, jugglers, snake charmers, tatooers,
musicians, thimble-riggers, guack doctors, etc., etc. They wander
from one village fair to another, making a living which is always

largely dependent on their traditional occupations. In the case of
Chamars, Jajmani has lost much of its importance- partly because only a
small proportion of them are at present engaged in their traditional oc-
cupation and partly'_because of the waning influence of their panchayats.